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2024 Local Board Presidents 
and Executive Officers
BILLINGS ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS® (BAR)
President - Mikayla Kovash
(406) 591-5554
KovashM@gmail.com
Executive Officer - Amber Parish
2021 Overland Ave.
Billings, MT 59102
(406) 248-7145
Amber@billings.org

HAVRE HI-LINE CHAPTER OF BAR
John Carlson
(406) 390-1381
John@JohnSellsMT.com

LEWISTOWN CHAPTER OF BAR
Sherry Irish
(406) 538-5448
Sherryi@midrivers.com

BITTERROOT BOARD OF 
REALTORS® (BVBOR)
President - Mike Kent
(406) 381-7021
mkent@coldwellbankerwsa.com
Executive Director - Chris Lines
224 N 4th St.
Hamilton, MT 59840
(406) 363-2000
Admin@BVBOR.net 

GALLATIN ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS® (GAR)
President - Brian Tudor
(406) 570-4483
brian@bozeman-realestate.com 
Chief Executive Officer - Cindi 
Siggs
4020 Valley Commons Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-0033
Cindi@GallatinRealtors.com
  

GREAT FALLS ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS® (GFAR)
President - Jennifer Benski
(406) 590-2099
Kelly@EcklundProperties.com
Chief Executive Officer - Zac 
Griffin
401 13th Avenue South
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 453-2752
Zac@GFAR.com

HELENA ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS® (HAR)
President - Jessica Moore
(406) 439-6931
Jessicamoore@windermere.com
Executive Officer - Desirae 
Lindquist
 2707 Colonial Dr.
 Helena, MT 59601
 (406) 603-4793
Desirae@HelenaRealtors.com

MISSOULA ORGANIZATION OF 
REALTORS® (MOR)
President - Brint Wahlberg
(406) 529-4663
brint@wahlbergteam.com
Chief Executive Officer - Jim 
Bachand
724 Burlington Ave.
Missoula, MT 59801
406.728.0560
JBachand@MissoulaRealEstate.com

NORTHWEST MT ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS® (NMAR)
President - Doryce Hawkins
(406) 249-7556
doryce@
montanahomesandrealestate.com
Executive Officer - Jeri Moon
110 Cooperative Way
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 752-4313
JMoon@NMAR.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® 
(RMAR)
President - Clay Seccomb
(406) 560-6495
cseccomb.platinum@gmail.com
Executive Officer - Mandy Rangel
65 E. Broadway St., Suite 423
Butte, MT 59701
(406) 723-3356

BOARD OF REALTY REGULATION 
(BRR)
301 S. Park Avenue
PO Box 200513
Helena, MT 50620
General BRR Questions
406-444-6880
Email: DLIBSDRRE@mt.gov
Web: RealEstate.MT.gov

LEGAL HOTLINE
AVAILABLE TO DESIGNATED 
REALTORS® ONLY
406-543-6646
Hotline@MontanaRealtors.org
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Mark Dobrenski
Immediate Past President

PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2023 A Year of Thanks
Annual Report from Mark Dobrenski
2023...Where did it go? Talk 
about a whirlwind of a year.

This last year went in a 
blink of an eye. Perhaps 
being President of MAR had 
something to do with it?

Our state association flirts in 
and around 5700 members. 
Despite NAR’s calling for 

a decrease in membership of 10% or more. I don’t 
anticipate that slowing down any time soon for MAR.

2023 was a Legislative year, as such for the first 17 
weeks of the year a dedicated group of members led by 
Government Affairs Chair Hattie Graham, Government 
Affairs Vice Chair John Rausch, Government Affairs 
Director Sam Sill and Political Affairs Coordinator 
Madison Grady met every Tuesday morning at 7 am for 
an hour to talk about the bills that had come up during 
the past week. This would include bills that we wanted 
to support, and bills we did not support, but wanted to 
monitor. It was a very good session and I’m thankful for 
all that participated.

At the state level our Leadership keeps getting stronger. 
For a second year a select few participated and 
graduated our Montana Leadership Academy (MARLA). 
We’ve found MARLA to be a wonderful training ground 
for future leaders at local, state and national level. 
MARLA isn’t a milquetoast class, it’s a commitment of 

time, effort and finances on the participant’s part. I’m 
proud to say that we had wonderful classes, instructors, 
and fantastic attendees!

Per usual, we had state meetings in January, April and 
September. As well, our spring NAR meetings in DC 
and November meetings in Anaheim. What I always 
find encouraging is our participation in both the state 
and national meetings. The number of committee 
appointments that we have at NAR is astounding. To 
me it is a testament to those that served before us. The 
leaders that came before us set a standard for service as 
well a standard for leadership. I honestly feel that you’ll 
not find another state that is so well represented and 
for that I give a heartfelt thanks to those that set the bar 
for us.

As per other years our GRI, RPAC and IMF all had a very 
good year and I give great thanks to all that played a 
part in those successes. It takes a heck of a lot of effort 
by both MAR staff and our volunteers to pull these off. 
Thanks again to all who played a part, you did well!

I would like to send out a thanks to all those that I 
served with at the Local, State and National levels. 
Especially my Leadership Team. Bill Leininger, Gary 
Koepplin, DJ Smith, and Robin Wallace. Thanks for your 
service. In addition, I’d like to give great thanks to our 
Executive Committee. Without your efforts, sacrifice 
and giving so freely of your time we’d of had a tough 
time getting much done.

Let’s not forget our staff at MAR led by Kaaren 
Winkler. Under Kaaren’s guidance the staff gave us 
support throughout the year. All of which was greatly 
appreciated by myself and many others!

In closing I would like to say thank you for choosing 
me to lead our state this last year. It was an honor and 
privilege to serve as MAR’s 2023 President. ■
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2024: A Year of Growth, 
Collaboration & Resilience
I hope you’re doing well and staying healthy. As your President in 2024, I am writing 
to share our vision and goals for the year ahead, a period that promises growth, 
collaboration, and resilience.

This year, the leadership team at MAR has outlined a series of ambitious yet attainable 
goals, central to which elucidate the value of a Realtor to our clients and communities. 
We understand that our role extends beyond transactions; we are advisors, neighborhood 
experts, and community advocates. Our work significantly impacts lives, shaping 
communities and creating opportunities for homebuyers and sellers.

Another key objective is to underscore the value of the association to you, our members. 
To achieve this, we are excited to announce the MAR Roadshow. This initiative will bring us 
directly to your communities, creating a platform for open dialogue, sharing experiences, and learning from each 
other. We aim to listen to your needs, concerns, and aspirations, ensuring our association remains relevant and 
supportive in your professional journey.

Encouragement in the Face of Adversity
We are navigating times of change and uncertainty, particularly with recent industry challenges and legal 
proceedings that have left many of us concerned about the future. In these moments, the true essence of 
leadership and community is revealed. We find courage not in the absence of fear but in the face of it. As Realtors, 
we have always risen to challenges, adapting and thriving in changing environments. This year will be no different.

We will continue to advocate for your interests, safeguard the integrity of our profession, and provide you with 
the tools and resources necessary for success. Remember, each challenge is an opportunity to demonstrate our 
resilience, innovation, and commitment to our values.

Call to Action: Your Involvement is Crucial
Our goals and ambitions can only be realized through collective effort. This is a call to action for your local, state, 
and national involvement. Engage in local real estate boards, participate in state association initiatives, and stay 
informed about national industry trends and legislation.

Your voice is essential. Share your experiences, insights, and ideas. Attend our meetings, respond to our surveys, 
and participate in our events. The more we hear from you, the better we can represent and serve you.

How You Can Get Involved
1.	 Local Level: Engage with your local Realtor association. Attend meetings, volunteer for committees, and 

participate in local events. Your local board is our industry’s first line of connection and support.

2.	 State Level: Get involved with MAR initiatives. Please participate in our Roadshow events, engage with our state-
level committees, and attend our educational and networking events.

3.	 National Level: Stay informed about national issues affecting our industry. Advocate for policies that support the 
real estate market and our profession. Consider attending national conferences to broaden your perspective 
and network.

Every member’s participation, no matter the capacity, contributes to the strength and success of our association. 
Together, we can achieve more, ensuring that the Montana Association of Realtors remains a dynamic and 
influential force in the real estate industry.

In closing, I am honored to serve as your President in 2024. I look forward to meeting many of you on the road, 
hearing your stories, and working together to advance our profession. Let’s embrace this year with optimism, 
determination, and a collaborative spirit. ■

INCOMING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

DJ Smith
2024 MAR President
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Montana Association of REALTORS® Regional Ambassadors provide a critical connection between local 
associations and MAR. RAs relay needs and concerns from the local associations and offices directly to MAR so that 
offices and communities have resources they need.

Montana is divided up into three regions, Eastern, Central and Western. A detailed map can be found online at 
www.MontanaRealtors.org

Regional Ambassadors

Eastern Region
Rochelle serves the Eastern half of Montana and is the Regional Ambassador 
for the largest region based on geography. Rochelle is a Broker with RONE 
HOMES at the Real Estate Hub, LLLP out of Billings and is excited to get out 
and meet other agents in the Eastern Region and see how MAR can better 
serve our smaller communities.

Email: rochelle@ronehomes.com

Central Region
Jim Gingery represents the Central Region, all the way from the east side of 
Glacier National Park down to Yellowstone National Park. Jim is the Broker 
and owner of Antelope Realty in Bozeman. Jim was the 2023 President of the 
Gallatin Association of REALTORS and looks forward to serving MAR members 
in the Central Region

Email: anteloperealtymt@gmail.com

Western Region
Brenda’s territory is Western Montana and is a Broker with Montana Brokers, 
Inc. in Kalispell. Brenda most recently served as the chair of Association 
Management and has also served on numerous other MAR committees.

Email: brenda@montanabrokers.com

Rochelle Houghton

Jim Gingery

Brenda Miller

Regional Ambassadors welcome communication from MAR Members. Ambassadors bridge the gap between 
MAR and its members, sharing ideas of what works in offices to brainstorming solutions or discussing local or 
regional issues.

The Ambassadors are available to assist agents, offices and all MAR Members! ■

MAR REGIONAL AMBASSADORS
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MAR FORM CHANGES

MAR Form Changes Update
In response to information released about the settlements in Burnett v. NAR, the Screening Group of the MAR 
Forms Subcommittee approved changes to some of the MAR forms. To be clear, none of these changes are 
required by NAR, the Department of Justice or any court order. MAR feels the changes are warranted in light of the 
current legal climate and the post-verdict public sentiment.

Buyer Broker Agreement - Short Form
•	 The name of the form has been changed to “Buyer 

Representation Agreement - Short Form”.

•	 Lines 9-16 was substantially revised as follows:

•	 Language was added stating that the compensation 
payable to a buyer agent is fully negotiable and not 
set by Montana law;

•	 Language was added stating that the compensation 
payable to a buyer agent is fully negotiable and not 
set by Montana law;

•	 Language was removed that formerly stated that 
the agent was only retained to locate properties for 
which an offer of compensation is provided by a 
listing agent or a seller.

Buyer Broker Agreement
•	 The name of this form has been changed to “Buyer 

Representation Agreement.”

•	 Language was added at line 42 stating that the 
compensation payable to a buyer agent is fully 
negotiable and not set by Montana law.

•	 The word “commission” was changed to 
“compensation” throughout the form.

•	 Language was added at lines 48-50 whereby 
the seller acknowledges that the payment of 
compensation by the seller shall not be construed 
as creating a principal/agent relationship between 
the seller and the agent and agency representing 
the buyer.

Commission Agreement
•	 The name of this form has been changed to 

“Compensation Agreement.”

•	 Language was added at line 42 stating that the 
compensation payable to a buyer agent is fully 
negotiable and not set by Montana law.

•	 The word “commission” was changed to 
“compensation” throughout the form.

•	 Language was added at lines 48-50 whereby 
the seller acknowledges that the payment of 
compensation by the seller shall not be construed 
as creating a principal/agent relationship between 
the seller and the agent and agency representing 
the buyer.

Listing Agreements (all)
•	 The word “commission” was changed to 

“compensation” throughout the form.

•	 Language was added to the Compensation 
section, at the lines set forth below, stating that 
the compensation payable to a buyer agent is fully 
negotiable and not set by Montana law.

-	 Listing Agreement-Residential: Lines 124-125

-	 Listing Agreement-Commercial (Exclusive Right to 
Sell): Lines 126-127

-	 Listing Agreement-Exclusive Right to Lease: Lines 
115-116

-	 Listing Agreement-Farm & Ranch: Line 171

-	 Listing Agreement-Land: Line 78

•	 The Cooperation Disclosure section, at the following 
lines, was substantially revised to (1) restate that 
the seller approves of the seller agent’s offer of 
compensation as set forth below (as opposed to 

MAR Form Changes continued on page 11
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Legal Update & FAQ
JAMES A. BOWDITCH, Boone Karlberg P.C,. Missoula, Montana

During the 2023 Legislative Session MAR supported HB 
296, a new law that requires a seller of residential real 
estate to provide a written disclosure statement prior to 
or contemporaneously with the execution of a contract 
to purchase said residential real estate.

This new law went into effect on October 1, 2023, and 
imposes essentially the same adverse material fact 
disclosure requirements on a seller that have been 
historically imposed on a seller agent. The memo will 
highlight some important aspects of the new law and 
the resulting revisions made to certain MAR forms.

The items to be disclosed in a disclosure statement 
required by HB 296 are items that were already 
mentioned in the MAR Owners Property Disclosure 
Forms. Mentioned below are changes and additions to 
the MAR forms, including items that were added to the 
MAR Owners Property Disclosure Form.

Certain transactions, even though they may involve 
residential real estate, are exempt from the disclosure 

statement requirement. Exempt transfer of residential 
real estate include:

•	 Transfers pursuant to a court order (i.e., probate, 
bankruptcy, eminent domain, etc.);

•	 Transfers between spouses (or former spouses) 
relating to divorce or separation;

•	 Transfers due to foreclosure or advertisement 
and sale;

•	 Transfers between co-owners;

•	 A transfer to someone who is a spouse, child or 
parent of an existing owner; and

•	 Transfers where a buyer has waived the right 
to receive a disclosure statement in the offer 
to purchase.

The disclosure statement must be provided at or prior 
to the time a purchase contract is executed. If it is not, 

LEGAL MATTERS
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LEGAL MATTERS

the buyer has three (calendar) days after delivery of the 
disclosure statement to rescind the purchase contract.

Generally, the best practice will be for seller agents to 
obtain from a seller a completed disclosure statement 
at the time the listing agreement is executed. That 
way the seller agent can upload a copy of a disclosure 
statement into the relevant multiple listing service(s) 
in which the property will be advertised at the same 
time that the property listed for sale is being published 
to the MLS. This should ensure that the disclosure 
statement is available to potential buyers before they 
submit an offer to purchase – thereby eliminating the 
three day right of rescission.

Finally, language was added to HB 296 to provide 
some protection for sellers concerning the disclosure 
statement including the following:

•	 That the disclosure statement is based on actual 
knowledge of the seller and is not a warranty by the 
seller or the real estate agent or other authorized 
representative of the seller.

•	 That neither the seller nor the real estate agent 
or other authorized representative of the seller is 
obligated to investigate the residential real property 
in preparing the disclosure statement.

•	 The disclosure statement is not a substitute for 
any inspections conducted by or for the buyer and 
the buyer is encouraged to consult independent 
inspectors to aid in the buyer’s due diligence process 
prior to the purchase of the residential real property.

•	 The disclosure statement must be considered a 
disclosure by the seller only and not the real estate 
agent or other authorized representative of the seller.

•	 A seller is not responsible for misstatements or 
errors in a disclosure statement that are based on 
information a seller obtained from a reliable third-
party, including a local governing agency.

You can find a full list of forms changes from HB 296 
and other forms changes on the MAR website https://
www.montanarealtors.org/legal/legal-updates/ ■

the seller agent merely advising the seller), (2) 
add language whereby the seller acknowledges 
and approves that the compensation payable by 
a seller agent may be to a party who represents 
and advocates for interests which may be counter 
to the interests of the seller, (3) add language 
whereby the seller acknowledges that the 
payment of compensation by the seller agent 
shall not be construed as creating a principal/
agent relationship between the seller agent and 
the client or customer of any agent representing 
or assisting a buyer, and (4) to avoid a claim 
by a seller that the seller was not aware of and 
did not approve of the exact amount of any 

offer of compensation removes the checkbox 
which formerly allowed for a listing agent to 
reference agency/company policies concerning 
compensation offerings.

-	 Listing Agreement-Residential: Lines 140-154

-	 Listing Agreement-Commercial (Exclusive Right 
to Sell): Lines 146-160

-	 Listing Agreement-Exclusive Right to Lease: 
Lines 137-152

-	 Listing Agreement-Farm & Ranch: Lines 187-201

-	 Listing Agreement-Land: Lines 93-107 ■

MAR Form Changes continued from page 9
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2023 Legislative Recap
The 68th Montana Legislative Session was historic on several fronts, not in the least because of the sheer number of 
bills introduced, the most since the 1973 session when the legislature was tasked with implementing the new state 
constitution passed the year before.

The session was a great success for Montana REALTORS® (MAR) as the association worked with legislators and 
Governor Gianforte to advance important legislation benefiting our members and property owners. In addition, 
MAR defeated bills that infringed upon private property rights or were otherwise detrimental to the real estate 
industry. All session long, we were effective in bringing the REALTOR® voice to the halls of the Capitol on issues 
that matter to our members.

Consumer Protection
MAR passed HB 296, a bill that requires sellers of 
residential property to provide buyers with a written 
property disclosure statement. This better protects 
consumers and finally puts an end to real estate brokers 
being the only participants with a statutory obligation to 
disclose a residential property’s known adverse material 
facts. We also passed HB 615, which allows higher 
deductible errors and omissions insurance policies for 
brokerages with the ability to pay.

Homeownership
Increasing homeownership opportunities was a major 
priority. MAR passed several bills to address regulatory 
barriers to housing production at the state and local 
levels. HB 211 speeds up the local subdivision review 
process, and SB 131 and SB 331 set review timelines 
and ban conditions of approval for subdivision 
exemptions like boundary relocations and townhomes. 
Additionally, MAR passed HB 364, which requires 
Montana DEQ to allow subdivision applications to be 
reviewed by private engineers when the department 
has a high number of applications. MAR also worked 
to pass SB 528, requiring local governments to adopt 
rules allowing the construction of accessory dwelling 
units. Perhaps most importantly, MAR worked with local 
governments and other development interests to pass 
SB 382, the most significant land use legislation passed 
in the last fifty years. It replaces our antiquated and anti-
growth state land use statutes with a more streamlined 
and predictable permitting process for the high-growth 
areas of our state.

The legislature made some historic investments 
to incentivize housing development and promote 

homeownership. MAR worked with a coalition to 
pass HB 819, a bill that appropriates $50 million for 
mortgage buy-downs and another roughly $100 million 
for infrastructure for workforce housing development. 
The bill also contains authority for $50 million in loans 
from the coal tax trust fund for low- and moderate-
income housing development. Between these 
investments and substantial regulatory reform efforts, 
REALTORS® can be proud of the work we did to create 
more homeownership opportunities for Montanans.

Private Property Rights
While MAR defeated a number of bad bills that would 
have violated private property rights, the association 
was also able to help pass some bills to strengthen 
private property rights in Montana. We supported SB 
105, which prohibits rent control of private property 
in Montana, and we stood off misguided attempts to 
sneak amendments into bills that would have ended 
the statewide prohibition on inclusionary zoning. We 
also helped pass HB 241, prohibiting state and local 
governments from requiring houses to be constructed 
with solar panels and electric vehicle charging stations, 
and SB 208, which prohibits local governments from 
banning gas stoves and appliances as some cities 
around the country have attempted.

Bad Bills
One of MAR’s foremost responsibilities is protecting 
our industry and private property owners, and there 
were plenty of bad bills introduced that MAR took a 
leading role in successfully opposing. Perhaps most 
alarming was SB 243, which had we not killed it, would 
have prohibited multiple listing services from limiting 

MAR AT THE LEGISLATURE
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participation to REALTOR® members. We successfully 
defeated several bills to bring California Proposition 
13 style property taxation to Montana, (HB 476, HB 
970, SB 542) and killed several bills that increased 
taxes on real property (HB 481 and HB 912) and short-
term rentals (HB 943, SB 517). MAR defeated several 
bills that attacked enforcement of covenants on real 
property and would have caused chaos and litigation 
(HB 683, SB 376, SB 479). One of the most egregious, 
SB 376, would have voided covenants every five years 
unless a majority of owners agreed to re-approve them. 
Sweeping attacks against the tax increment financing 
economic development tool were also defeated (SB 
523 and HB 925) as was a bill that would have made 
using drones for real estate listing photography criminal 
trespass under common circumstances (SB 333). MAR 
also worked with landlords and property owners to kill 
two unfair and impractical bills that trampled upon the 
rights of mobile home park owners to sell and operate 
their properties as they see fit (HB 428 and HB 429).

Missed Opportunities
While many bills were passed benefiting the real 
estate industry and property owners, there were a few 
missed opportunities. Despite the growing outcry over 
the residential property tax burden, the legislature 
and Governor again failed to pass broad, long-term 
property tax relief for homeowners. Instead, owners 
of a primary residence may claim a $500 property tax 
rebate from the state in 2023 and another in 2024 (HB 
222), and market value and income caps were increased 
for the Property Tax Assistance Program for lower 
income taxpayers (HB 189). Consequently, property 
tax reform will once again be a topic of conversation 
during the state ballot initiative season. The legislature 
and Governor also failed to pass legislation to codify in 
statute Montana DNRC’s guidance for so-called exempt 
wells, leaving the use of small, individual groundwater 
wells for development extremely vulnerable to legal 
challenges from anti-housing groups. MAR will continue 
to work with our allies to push forward on these issues.

MAR AT THE LEGISLATURE
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MAR AT THE LEGISLATURE

Thank you!
The Montana Association of REALTORS® thanks our 
150 citizen legislators and the Gianforte Administration 
for their service to Montana. Legislators spend months 
apart from their families and devote countless hours 
tending to the business of their constituents. Though 
we may not always agree, they are each deserving of 
our sincerest gratitude.

In addition, we owe a special thanks to MAR 
Government Affairs Committee Chair Hattie Graham 
and Vice Chair John Rausch, the rest of the committee 
members, our lobbying team, MAR leadership, and 
local associations for their outstanding work leading 
up to and during the legislative session. These folks 
all put in a tremendous amount of work on behalf of 
our industry.

Just as importantly, we thank you, our members. Your 
support allows us to be effective advocates for our 
industry in Helena. Whether it is contributing to RPAC, 
serving as a Key Contact for legislators, or participating 
as a member of the MAR Government Affairs 

Committee, there are many opportunities for Montana 
REALTORS® to get involved. We hope you will continue 
to lend your voices to our advocacy.

While we accomplished much together this session, 
there is still much left to be done. The interim is upon 
us, and MAR will continue to promote the interests of 
our members and protect private property rights as 
we prepare for the 69th Montana Legislative Session 
in 2025. ■

MontanaRealtors.org

2024 Fall Convention

September 25-27, 2024  |  Missoula
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MAR Photo 
Contest Winner - 
Rachel Anderson
Rachel Anderson was born and 
raised in Montana.

She started her Real Estate career in 
1990 at the age of 24 with Floberg 
REALTORS® in Billings.

In 1992, she moved to Helena 
and worked for Thompson Nistler 
Real Estate.

She obtained her Brokers license in 
1994 and in 1996 she moved back 
to Billings and opened Downtown 
Realty as the Broker-Owner where 
she remains to this day.

She has her CRB, CRS, and GRI 
designations. She has 2 adult 
children, Kyle Anderson and 
Danielle Reichenberg, as well as 
2 grandsons, Bridger and Beckett 
Reichenberg. ■

MAR PHOTO CONTEST

I captured this photo in the quiet of the morning, just as the sun began to rise, casting a 
natural spotlight on a lone horse grazing in a field. The scene unfolded on the banks of 

the Boulder River outside McLeod. 

The horse, with its striking black and white coat, seemed to glow against the backdrop 
of the autumn-kissed meadow, where the grasses have turned a rich gold. Around it, the 
forest stood tall and misty, the evergreens fading into the soft focus of the background. 

This effect was thanks to my Canon R5 paired with a 70-200mm lens, set at 1/100 second 
at f8, allowing the horse to be sharply captured as the centerpiece amidst the softer 

edges of its surroundings. The early morning light was just perfect, highlighting the horse 
as if nature itself had planned this moment, inviting me to preserve it through my lens.
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SECOND PLACE - Ann Snortland, Helena

THIRD PLACE - Brian O’Connor, Bozeman

MAR PHOTO CONTEST
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Kim Ehrlich, Bridger Yvonne Hanson, Deer Lodge

MAR PHOTO CONTEST

Jamie Phillips, Bozeman Michael Morgner, Bozeman



MONTANAREALTORS.ORG  |  19

MAR PHOTO CONTEST

Shawna Sandau, Lewistown

Yvonne Hanson, Deer LodgeRandi Saunier, Kalispell

Photo Cover Contest
Thank you to everyone who entered photos for the 2024 cover contest!

24 MAR members entered photos showcasing wildlife, gorgeous landscapes, ranch lands, 
rainbows, wildflowers and everything that makes Montana, Montana!

We’re highlighting the finalists on these and the previous pages.

Bryan Atwell, Bozeman
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MARKET SNAPSHOTS

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 2044 2295

Median Sales Price $380,000 $375,000
Average Days on Market 21 35

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 74 73

Median Sales Price $192,500 $219,800
Average Days on Market 28 25

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 228 227

Median Sales Price $293,968 $310,522
Average Days on Market 23 43

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 625 536

Median Sales Price $600,000 $609,000
Average Days on Market 103 96

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 28 10

Median Sales Price $361,500 $352,000
Average Days on Market 57 49

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 26 18

Median Sales Price $399,950 $430,000
Average Days on Market 100 49

BAR Members present Gratitude in Action a $20,000 check. From L-R 
Lona Warrenburg (QOL Committee), Mikayla Kovash (QOL Chair), Terri 
Todd (GIA), Ian Davey (BAR Staff).

Billings Association of REALTORS®
The Billings Association of REALTORS® recognizes the importance of 
giving back to the communities we live in. 

REALTORS® are in the business of selling communities, not just homes. 
Not only do they live and work in the community, their profession gives 
them a unique opportunity to know what issues people care about, and 
what they value in terms of quality of life. 

The Quality of Life program was established in 2004 with the goal of 
benefiting organizations that are working to improve the quality of life 
for our residents. This year, Quality of Life Run donated $37,500 to the 
Education Foundation Back Pack Meals Program to assist children who 
may experience food insecurity over the weekends and holidays.

Quality of Life Casino Night donated $20,000 to Gratitude in Action 
which promotes recovery and sober living in the community.

The Havre Chapter of the Billings Association of REALTORS® donated 
a total of $1100 in QOL funds to the Havre, Chinook and Harlem Food 
Banks and to the MSU Northern Foundation.

The Lewistown Chapter donated $1350 to the Central Montana Medical 
Center Cancer Center.

BVBOR members pose for a picture while doing highway clean up in 
the Bitterroot Valley.

Bitterroot Valley Board of REALTORS®
2023 was a year of continued forward progress for BVBOR.   In keeping 
with BVBOR’s commitment to providing meaningful CE opportunities, 
BVBOR offered 37 credits of CE programming at no charge to 
our membership.

BVBOR’s dedication to sound financial stewardship and keeping 
program costs to a minimum is an asset not only to the organization, 
but to the REALTOR® members and to the profession as a whole.

BVBOR provided a small scholarship to a graduating Senior high school 
student in each of the cities and towns across the Valley. The Board also 
created the Travis Martinez Memorial Scholarship in 2024, named after a 
fallen colleague and geared towards students entering the trades after 
high school graduation.

In addition, BVBOR took a survey of volunteer activity in the Valley 
among their members to learn that this year Bitterroot Valley 
REALTORS® provided tens of thousands of volunteer work hours 
to benefit non-profit entities, youth groups, church groups, adult 
advocacy, animal rescue work, and work in senior centers.

Under the auspices of BVBOR, members performed highway 
beautification and trash cleanup along our rivers and streams. The goal 
of keeping the Bitterroot Valley communities vibrant and inviting places 
to live is greatly aided by the volunteer work of BVBOR.

Stats are for Ravalli CountyStats are for Yellowstone County



22  |  MONTANA’S REALTOR® DIGEST 2023/2024
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Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 1143 1044

Median Sales Price $790,000 $786,500
Average Days on Market 29 48

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 473 401

Median Sales Price $535,000 $515,363
Average Days on Market 24 50

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 150 148

Median Sales Price $506,500 $495,000
Average Days on Market 21 35

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 1018 797

Median Sales Price $294,575 $310,000
Average Days on Market 64 47

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 65 53

Median Sales Price $233,000 $225,000
Average Days on Market 64 46

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 38 45

Median Sales Price $346,658 $371,285
Average Days on Market 135 123

The Gallatin REALTORS® Charitable Foundation presents Human 
Resource Development Council with a check for $35,000.

Gallatin Association of REALTORS®
It has been a full year for GAR with moving into their new building and 
undergoing quite a few staffing changes.

GAR is now able to hold classes in their own offices, saving on rental 
costs, and the new classroom is set up for hybrid classes making 
education more accessible to members.

GAR leadership hired new CEO Cindi Siggs and committees stayed 
busy supporting the membership during several staff changes 
throughout the year.  Everyone is highly excited by the team that has 
been established.

RPAC efforts rallied in the last several months to achieve what seemed 
impossible and met all of their 2023 goals.  Jannie Wiseman led the 
charge in the last two weeks left and got GAR over the goal line when 
the financial goal was still $7,200 short.

The Gallatin REALTORS® Charitable Foundation held its 3rd Annual 
Gala with $20,000 raised.  The year end total of $35,000 has been paid 
towards the $100,000 pledge to the HRDC, plus they supported other 
non-profits through their grant program.

Rich Mayo, Sandy Lee and Sue Johnson (posthumously) were recipients 
of the Hall of Fame award, Tyler Garrison was awarded REALTOR® of the 
Year, Danielle Ketcham received the Friend of the Foundation award 
and Darrell Seymour was YPN Champion, and Jessica Lemmon received 
Partner of the Year. Robyn Erlenbush achieved REALTOR® Emeritus 
status with 40 years of dedication to the industry.

2023 President, Jim Gingery, lead GAR through the many changes and 
has set the stage for incoming President, Brian Tudor, for continued 
success in 2024.

GFAR members pose with their 2023 awards. Pictured L-R Jennifer 
Benski, Joann Gogo-Semana, Jennifer Burnett, and Lorie Jean Schult.

Great Falls Association of REALTORS®
The Great Falls Association of REALTORS® provided a grant last year to 
the Great Falls Development Authority to conduct a study that helped 
produce hundreds of apartment housing opportunities. Many of those 
apartments are finished or in the works now.

This year, GFAR participated in and led many fundraising efforts in 
the community, such as: REALTOR® Ring Day for the Salvation Army, a 
charitable donation to Alliance for Youth of $1,000 that supported the 
Back 2 School Blast which supplied backpacks and other school supplies 
to over 1000 students in the Great Falls area, and collected toiletries for 
the local schools during our Annual Toiletry Drive.

GFAR also hosted a food drive to benefit the Great Falls Community 
Food Bank, and a giving tree to benefit the Alliance for Youth and 
Angels in Camo organizations.

The Flag Committee held the Annual Flag Day Ceremony in June and 
held a fundraising golf tournament that raised over $16,000. In addition 
to these events, the Flag Project also donated a flag to Riverview 
Elementary School.

GFAR acknowledged the charitable contributions of their REALTOR® 
members with the Good Neighbor Awards. GFAR 2023 awards 
recognized and awarded:

•	 Lorie Jean Schult – Inspire Award 
•	 Joann Gogo-Semana – Good Neighbor Award 
•	 Jennifer Barnett – Good Neighbor award
•	 Marie Willson – Volunteer of the Year

In 2023, GFAR had over 400 members, which is an increase in active 
membership over the previous years. GFAR also continued to utilize the 
Emeritus Program for the REALTORS® who qualified for it to give back to 
the REALTOR® Community.

Stats are for Cascade CountyStats are for Gallatin County
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HAR’s 2023 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs outside the HAR office.

Helena Association of REALTORS®
2023 was another successful year for HAR. We started off the year by con-
ducting Leadership Training with our Board of Directors and Committee 
Chairs, followed by an afternoon of the Leadership team volunteering at 
God’s Love, a local homeless shelter. HAR’s REALTOR® membership grew 
by 10% to 464 members, and our affiliate membership grew by 15%!

The Helena Multiple Listing Service officially dissolved as of June 30th, 
and the HAR Board of Directors will be restructured in 2024 to ensure 
continued MLS oversight at the board level.

We restructured and streamlined our committees for 2023, which has 
greatly improved committee member retention and attendance at 
meetings. We also updated staff positions and roles, greatly improving 
overall office efficiency.

Two HAR members, Anita and Jay Sherley, were recognized as one of 
five NAR Good Neighbor Award Winners. This award has never been 
given to a REALTOR® from Montana. Anita and Jay also won the Web 
Choice Favorite for the Good Neighbor Award. In total, Anita and Jay 
were awarded $12,500 for their local nonprofit, Life Houses Inc.

We applied for and received a Community Outreach Grant from NAR in 
February to conduct Fair Housing Training with investigative reporter 
Bill Dedman.

HAR also continued its tradition of giving back to our community. 
We organized a REALTOR® Ring Day with the local Salvation Army 
in December. Our spring Putt-Putt fundraiser raised $3,972, and all 
funds were donated to God’s Love. Our spring Bowling Tournament 
raised $7,289 for IMF. Our summer Cornhole Tournament was an RPAC 
fundraiser this year, raising $1,351. Our annual Christmas Fundraiser 
raised $42,000 for three separate beneficiaries within our community.

We are so thankful for our incredible members, Affiliate partners, and 
the fearless leadership of our President Kristin Kerr, who helped make 
2023 a success for HAR.

MOR members participating in the annual Can the Cats food drive 
where donations go to the Missoula Food Bank.

Missoula Organization of REALTORS®
Member engagement and member involvement of MOR members was 
at our highest ever in 2023!

When it came to education in 2023, MOR provided 119 hours of 
education with a 78% attendance rate, which was a 20% improvement 
from 2022.

It was exciting to see that 5 of 6 board nominations were new to MOR 
Board Leadership and 25% of volunteer leadership were new to MOR 
committees in 2023.

Giving back to our community is a large part of what we do. Through 
MOR4Kids, we gave $87,750 to area schools for kids in need. Donations 
were raised for the Missoula Food Bank, over $20,000 was raised for 
Missoula Pride and the Western Montana’s LGBTQ+ Community Center, 
we participated in a Habitat for Humanity Missoula build day and 
hosted two Red Cross blood drives.

Housing inventories remain limited in Missoula County and we 
anticipate inventory challenges to continue in 2024.

Thank you to 2023 MOR President Carly Kelley McDonnell for your hard 
work and leadership this year.

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 831 716

Median Sales Price $450,000 $464,950
Average Days on Market 75 61

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 79 74

Median Sales Price $329,900 $348,175
Average Days on Market 66 56

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 9 4

Median Sales Price $450,000 $397,000
Average Days on Market 40 61

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 1054 892

Median Sales Price $552,500 $579,900
Average Days on Market 78 67

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 86 99

Median Sales Price $330,000 $340,000
Average Days on Market 55 173

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 101 83

Median Sales Price $468,000 $500,000
Average Days on Market 105 91

Stats are for Missoula CountyStats are for Lewis & Clark County
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NMAR members take part in a Habitat For Humanity build.

Northwest Montana Association of 
REALTORS®
The northwest has continued in market strength this year. With that 
strength comes an increase in member engagement and participation. 
We closed our year with around 1,325 Members. Our staff continues to 
offer high-quality services and support to all our members.

Our Professional Development Committee grew our program from 85 
credits to 99 Credits with an average class attendance of 68 attendees. 
In 2023 we had 2,040 Attendees, 30 Education Classes and 99 credits 
offered. NMAR is excited again to offer a huge load this upcoming year 
of 105+ Credit Hours!

In June, we hosted NMAR’s Annual REALTOR® Celebration. We were 
happy to come back to Flathead Valley Community College to celebrate 
with 162 REALTORS®, and Affiliates. It was a night of celebration and 
recognizing the many members in our community.

Congratulations to our REALTOR® of the Year, Doryce Hawkins and 
Rookie of the Year, Hillary Vrana-Gallagher. We added a Good Neighbor 
Award this year! The winner of the award was Lauri Wilson who is a 
Board member at CASA for Kids. She was recognized and the non-profit 
was awarded $1000.

In the heat of our summer season, we heard no thunder or felt any wind 
at the NMAR Charitable Foundation Golf Tournament! Without this 
interference we raised over $14,200 for the NMAR Charitable Foundation; 
who supports, promotes, and serves several local non-profit organizations 
throughout Northwest Montana. The Foundation focuses on supporting 
those who are homeless, hungry, and disadvantaged youth. NMAR 
members continually show up for our communities, giving their time, 
energy, and monetary donations. NMAR REALTORS® are great neighbors!

We are so thankful for the jam-packed year and are excited to see what 
2024 brings!

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 1336 1100

Median Sales Price $655,700 $638,000
Average Days on Market 96 101

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 179 199

Median Sales Price $619,900 $590,000
Average Days on Market 190 187

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 180 127

Median Sales Price $475,000 $525,500
Average Days on Market 91 130

RMAR Members Jennifer Shea and Kelly Anne Hoven load up the car 
with Project Care food.

Rocky Mountain Association of 
REALTORS®
Our market is stable in both Butte Silver Bow and Anaconda Deer Lodge 
and we have low inventory of homes in both markets.

RMAR Members stayed busy all year with various projects that aided 
community organizations.

During April’s Fair Housing month a display was created for the rotunda 
of the courthouse and was on display all during April.

In August a food drive was set up to benefit the Butte Pantry.

RMAR also did a Maui Relief project and put together health kits 
for victims of the fires there and mailed the packages to the Maui 
REALTORS® to distribute. The kits included a hand towel, washcloth, 
comb, nail clippers, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste and band-aids. We 
also sent some powdered baby formula and other baby items.

RMAR Advocacy also hit the air waves in August by appearing on 
KBOW’s Partyline talk show where members provided a history of NAR, 
the REALTOR® Code of Ethics, how REALTORS advocate for an help 
protect private property rights and how REALTORS® give back to the 
Butte-Silver Bow community.

RMAR also organized Fundraiser activities to benefit the Mother 
Lode Theatre and a December food drive with Project Care was held 
to provide turkeys and hams to the Butte Food Bank and Anaconda 
Food Bank.

Single Family 2022 2023
Total Sales 185 184

Median Sales Price $270,000 $280,000
Average Days on Market 80 72

Condo 2022 2023
Total Sales 1 5

Median Sales Price $200,000 $275,000
Average Days on Market 132 32

Townhouse 2022 2023
Total Sales 8 3

Median Sales Price $332,500 $371,150
Average Days on Market 58 68

Stats are for Silver Bow CountyStats are for Flathead County
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK

Young Professionals Network
YPN is a dynamic entry point for real estate professionals striving to become more successful in their careers and 

gain leadership experience. While the name says “young”, this group is for anyone new 
to the profession.

YPN gives real estate professionals the tools to become successful at their local, state 
and national associations, take an active role in industry issues, network with peers and 
become active in their community. Here’s a look at some of the great things YPN groups 
did in 2023.

Billings Association of REALTORS® YPN
The YPN committee was busy this year with numerous events and 
fundraisers. Monthly Hot Topic events were held throughout the year 
and included topics such as Fresh & Seasoned agents, Demystifying Tax 
assessments and Super Fund Sites.

Billings YPN donated 115 pillows, $100 Target gift card and $2370 to help 
Blankets and Bears reach their goal to providing bedding plush animals to 
600 needy children this year. 

Bitterroot Valley Board of REALTORS® YPN
The Young Professionals Network this year coordinated the 2023 
Annual Gala, which kicks off each new year with a dinner and gathering 
of colleagues.

This event brings momentum to the new year as REATORS® visit, break 
bread together, and dance the night away! To provide BVBOR members a 
chance to meet outside of work, YPN sponsored a REALTOR® Night Out 
event at Cowboy Troy’s in Victor. The YPN of BVBOR has grown in scope 
and membership in 2023.

Gallatin Association of REALTORS® YPN
GAR YPN held numerous social and fundraising events.  They teamed up 
with the Partners Committee for their first ever Golf Tournament which 
was a huge success.  It raised approximately $19,000 for the Gallatin 
REALTOR® Charitable Foundation in support of their pledge of $100,000 
over seven years to the Human Resource Development Council’s Homeward 
Point project.

YPN also hosted a Top Producer Pane, Legends vs. Millenials Panel, a toy 
drive and social event, Spring Clean Up at Glenn Lake Roatry Park, Summer 
Social and Scary Stories. 

BVBOR YPN Members pose for a 
group shot in 2023.

Panelists discuss a topic at the Legends 
versus Millenials event.

BAR Members Brandi McArthur, Mandy 
Cook, and Ashley Braaten present a check 

to Blankets for Bears ambassadors.
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Great Falls Association of REALTORS® YPN
YPN has been engaging in meaningful community outreach.

The Electric City YPN held their annual Flea Flip event, they raised funds 
for several local organizations, including the Optimists Club, Great Falls 
REALTORS® Flag Project. They also hosted a wrapping party for the first 
annual GFAR Giving Tree, where gifts were wrapped for the Angels in Camo 
and Alliance for Youth organizations.

The YPN committee members also volunteered to stuff backpacks for the 
Back 2 School Blast that supplied backpacks and other school supplies to over 1000 Cascade County students.

One of their most successful events was the YPN Night at the Waterpark, which had a turnout of well over 100 
attendees. The event featured children’s yard games with donated prizes and was a great success.

Helena Association of REALTORS® YPN
HAR YPN started off the year by inviting Lacy Browne from the Gallatin 
Association of REALTORS® to lead us in a strategic planning session to 
develop our committee purpose and goals. This planning exercise, along 
with an energetic group of new committee members, was paramount to the 
success we saw with our YPN in 2023.

We held three events this year in an effort to increase member 
professionalism, develop new leaders, and encourage member community 
involvement. We participated in a Habitat for Humanity Build Day in June to 
coincide with REALTOR® Volunteer Days. We held a Legends vs. Millennials panel at a local brewery that included a 
member networking component after the event.

For our last event, real estate powerhouse Cyrus Mohseni came to Helena to speak to our members about building 
your business and achieving success in real estate. The committee is ending the year by conducting a survey of the 
HAR membership to get feedback on the types of events they want to see next year.

HAR’s 2023 YPN members 
pose for a photo.

GFAR’s YPN members and their families 
hanging out at the Waterpark.
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Missoula Organization of REALTORS® YPN
MOR’s YPN stayed busy in 2023.

During the 4th quarter alone they hosted a Broker Panel “Real Advice for 
New Agents” in November.

A networking happy hour event for all members was very well attended.

MOR YPN partnered with the Ronald McDonald House to host an axe 
throwing tournament on 12/7 “Axe for Kindness” with proceeds benefiting 
the Ronald McDonald house.

Northwest Montana Association of REALTORS® YPN
In 2023,a panel of five builders around the Flathead Valley ranging from 
commercial to residential spoke to approximately 105+ attendees in the 
upper tavern of Brannigans in Downtown Kalispell. The event included 
updates about Kalispell Student Built Homes Program’s commitment to 
providing practical, in-demand skills to high schoolers. High Schoolers 
who will be our future Contractors, General Managers, and Construction 
Workers. $1,200 raised from this event.

In June, 55+ REALTORS®, Affiliates, and Real Estate Industry Professionals 
attended the Top Producer Panel. The event raised $1,194 in support for 
Intermountain, an organization dedicated to creating a supportive environment and promoting healthy change 
and growth as they work to provide prevention, protection, treatment, and permanency for all struggling children, 
youth, and families.

Our Fourth Annual Cornhole Tournament was a Round Robin Tournament. This style of tournament encouraged 
conversation during the multiple games with competitors to foster deeper business connections.

REALTORS®, Affiliates, and Industry Professionals stepped up to support the Flathead School Snack Program 
at Sacred Water’s Brewing this year by gathering a couple of tables full of Costco-sized snacks and a monetary 
donation of $516.

These events would not be possible without the dedication of our 2023 Chair Melissa Santa and Vice-Chair 
Stephanie Thompson, along with the rest of the YPN committee and those that participated in the events. We are 
thrilled to begin the year with enthusiasm. NMAR’s YPN proudly commits to enabling agents new to the business 
the opportunities to grow their network through community-minded events that further develop our REALTORS® as 
leaders for the future. ■

NMAR Members making up the Top 
Producer Panel.

MOR YPN Members attending the happy 
hour networking event.

��

PATTERSON TEAM
Dan & Stephanie Patterson

Broker Associates
(406)321-4182 | (406)321-0759

www.primemontanarealestate.com
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LEADERSHIP ACADEMY / GRI PREVIEW

MARLA Class of 2023

The Montana Association of REALTORS® had another 
fantastic leadership academy group in 2023 to help 
grow dedicated REALTOR leaders®  in Montana!

The MAR Leadership Academy (MARLA) met four times 
during the year and there is a lot of work that takes 
place in between those meetings and it’s so inspiring to 
see the growth in each individual throughout the year.

The academy uses motivational activities to inspire and 
refine each attendees unique leadership abilities.

Participants work together in a specialized format that 

combines individual study, group communication, and 
hands-on project experience, focusing on strengthening 
their leadership skills.

Core sessions promote the development of specific role 
model attributes, team-building exercises, goal setting 
structures, personal profile analysis, network building 
and implementing new fundamental strategies.

MARLA encourages REALTORS®  into state leadership 
and beyond while motivating candidates in the 
following areas:

•	 Awareness of the real estate industry; 

•	 Initiating problem solving techniques; 

•	 Engaging in an interactive course focusing on proven 
leadership principles and practices; 

•	 Providing a network for excelling leaders that remain 
actively involved in improving our profession as 
a whole.

Congratulations to the MARLA Class of 2023!
Ashley Braaten	 Jill Burger
Kat Dodd	 Mike Kent
Jesse Plevel	 McCullough Roach
Lorie Jean Schult	 Curtis Wagner
Charlie Weber	 Jannie Wiseman

Questions? Email Julie@MontanaRealtors.org  •  MontanaRealtors.org

GRI 2024 PREVIEW!
Save the Date to Join Us in Kalispell October 15th-18th, 2024

The GRI Subcommittee is working diligently on the planning process, securing instructors, outlining courses, etc. 
MAR will send a communication to all members when registration is open, along with posting to our website 
montanarealtors.org, MAR’s weekly reMARks e-newsletter and on social media.

Budget Ahead of Time:
Registration Fees:

GRI 101-201-301: $475.00

Alumni: $275.00

Hotel Group Room Rate:
Available when GRI Registration Opens

$149.00 per night (total of $162.92 per night including 
hotel fees) at the Hilton Garden Inn.
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MEET YOUR MAR STAFF

Kaaren Winkler
Chief Executive Officer
Kaaren@MontanaRealtors.org
406-441-4860 Direct

Kaaren was named CEO in late 
2020. Prior to joining MAR, Kaaren 
spent the four years as the CEO at 
Tacoma-Pierce County Assosicaion 

of REALTORS®.  Before leading TPCAR, she spent 12 
years with Washington Associations of REALTORS®, first 
as the Professional Standards Administrator, then as 
Director of Member Policy.

Kaaren currently serves as a member of the NAR 
Association Executives Committee.  She also has her 
REALTOR® Certified Executive designation, AHWD,  
C2EX Endrosement and is e-PRO® certified.

Nicole Riebe
Communications Director
Nicole@MontanaRealtors.org
406-441-4862 Direct

Nicole joined MAR in 2018. She 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Film 
and Television Production from 
Montana State University.

Nicole spent 13 years at KTVH-TV in Helena “doing a 
little bit of everything” while working as a Commercial 
Producer, Creative Services Manager, and Promotions 
Director before joining MAR.

Nicole grew up in Helena and has a strong connection 
to the community. Nicole is a Kiwanian and is the Head 
Tennis Coach at Helena High School. 

Contact Nicole if you have questions about: Forms, 
MAR Website and Member Login, Social Media, 
reMARks newsletter, Communications Committee or 
DEI Committee.

��

Julie Emge
Education Director
Julie@MontanaRealtors.org
406-441-4863 Direct

Julie joined MAR in 2019. She 
brings over 20 years of experience 
to the position, with a professional 
and educational background from 

San Diego where she gained extensive experience 
in planning international trade shows and meetings 
worldwide with Qualcomm, Inc.

Her broad range of skills includes a strong background 
in meeting and event planning, community 
engagement efforts, corporate communications, 
hospitality and project management, Board Member 
collaboration, diplomatic relations and the art of 
wearing many hats.

She also brings over three years’ experience in 
Marketing and Communications having worked most 
recently as an Independent Contractor with AARP 
Montana as their Community Events Director and 
Meeting Coordinator.

As a Helena native, she is happy to be back home, 
reconnecting with her roots and serving her community.

On the weekends you might find her mountain biking 
and exploring new places with her husband, floating the 
river, hiking Mt. Helena, whipping up some international 
cuisine in the kitchen and/or relaxing on her front porch 
enjoying the fresh air and scenery.

Contact Julie if you have questions about GRI or the 
Professional Development Committee.
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Shanna Semmens
Director of Operations
Shanna@MontanaRealtors.org
406-441-4861 Direct

Shanna joined MAR in 2016. She 
has an extenisve background in 
accounting, management and 
customer service.

She received her accounting degree from Helena 
College in 2022.

MAR Membership, Transaction Desk or ZipForm 
Membership, Dues, Accounts Receivable/Payable, 
eCommerce/NRDS or RPAC.

Prior to joining MAR, Shanna gained valuable expertise 
related to her current position as the Operations 
Manager at Rural Employment Opportunities, Assistant 
to the Academic Vice President at Rocky Mountain 
College, and Events Director at Carroll College.

Shanna was born and raised in Helena, MT and enjoys 
spending time with her family and friends, traveling, 
and values physical and spiritual health. 

Contact Shanna if you have questions about: MAR 
Membership, Membership Dues, Transaction Desk or 
ZipForms, Accounts Receivable/Payable, eCommerce/
NRDS/RPAC, Finance & Audit Committee, Risk 
Management Committee.

Samantha Smith
Member Engagement Coordinator
SSmith@MontanaRealtors.org
406-441-4884 Direct

Samantha joined MAR in 2019. 
She brings with her an abundance 
of experience in event planning, 
research, tracking various data 

and implementation processes, assisting in database 
development; as well as more than 10 years of 
administrative support and customer service, she plays 
a pivotal role in ensuring the seamless execution of 
our projects.

Prior to joining MAR, Samantha served as a Customer 
Advocate at Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana, and a 
Legal Secretary where she honed her skills in customer 
relations, project management, teamwork, and 
developed a keen understanding of client needs.

Samantha’s expertise extends across the customer 
service, legal and hospitality industries, where she has 
successfully orchestrated and managed a multitude of 
events. Her meticulous attention to detail, coupled with 
her proactive problem-solving skills, has consistently 
delivered exceptional results.

Samantha was born and raised in Helena, MT and in her 
spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, 
camping, and reading.

Samantha’s journey with MAR is marked by a 
commitment to excellence, and her dedication to 
making a lasting impact. She looks forward to the 
continued growth and success with MAR. ■

MEET YOUR MAR STAFF

MontanaRealtors.org
One S. Montana Ave.

Suite M-1 
Helena, MT 59601

406.443.4032
800.477.1864

info@MontanaRealtors.org
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GRI GRADUATES

Congratulations 2023 Montana Graduate, 
REALTOR® Institute Graduates

Ryan Auer, Billings
Lynnette Avery, Helena
Kris Barthuly, Billings
Shea Bartsch, Bozeman
Cameron Beardslee, Butte
Scott Brubaker, Helena
Carrie Brushia, Stevensville
Josh Clark, Great Falls
Michael Davis, Helena
Kaytlin DiGiovanna, Three Forks
Jamie Dwyer, Helena
Tannya Eisenbraun, Molt
Liz Francis, Billings
Karen Freeman, Billings
Tonya Griffeth, Helena
Michael Hodges, Kalispell
Tresha Holden, Valier
Jennifer Jollie, Butte
Melanie Keller, Billings
Stephanie Krueger, Billings
Erik Krueger, Billings
Denise Lafaver, Kalispell
Maria Laughlin, Hamilton
Adrienne Levesque, Laurel
Ellie Martin, Stevensville

Jeffery Micklitz, Seeley Lake
Alex Morgan, Billings
Erin Mulcahy, Missoula
Karla Nichwander, Missoula
Kelsey Palmer, Billings
Brianna Pierce, Hamilton
Tyler Raaka, Helena
Katie Reilly, Butte
Hannah Reno, Billings
Melissa Ross, Bozeman
Laura Schilke, Bozeman
Philip Shields, Helena
Kathy Simkins, Bozeman
Jaidyn Simmons, Billings
Maggie Springer, Missoula
Amber Stacy, Belgrade
Sarah Stahlberg, Kalispell
Nicole Taranto Daniel, Belgrade
Jennifer Trainer, Belgrade
Burke Tyree, Great Falls
Melissa Utley, Billings
Demaneah Weil, Kalispell
Robin Windham, Billings
Cori Winsor, Havre
Andie Zielinski, Missoula

JOIN US IN 2024!   |   October 15 - 18   |   Kalispell, MT   |   MontanaRealtors.org

2023 GRI, Billings, MT

Thank you 
to our 2023 GRI 

Sponsors:
AgWest

Cherry Creek 
Mortgage

Fidelity National Title/
Chicago Title of MT

Great Falls Association 
of REALTORS®

Good Deeds

Guild Mortgage

Helena Association of 
REALTORS®

Mann Mortgage

Northwest Montana 
Association of 

REALTORS®

WIN Home Inspection

If you are interested in 
sponsoring GRI 2024 
in Kalispell, or would 

like to learn about GRI 
Sponsorship opportunities, 
check out our Sponsorship 

Package on our website.

Jim Anderson

Jim Bachand
Lacy Browne

 
John Carlson
Dennis Cook

Jim Dea

Mark Dobrenski 

Candis Dorsch

Laura Drager 
Beth Duke 

Robyn Erlenbush 
Hattie Graham

Michelle Haverstick
 Doryce Hawkins

John Herring 

Mary Ahmann Hibbard

Angela Klein-Hughes 
Cindy Lanier
Bill Leininger

  
 Tim Lund

Brenda Miller
Jeri Moon 

Mike Nugent 
Billie Parrott

  
Gary Shea

DJ Smith
 

Brint Wahlberg
Robin Wallace

Trina White
Kaaren Winkler

• REALTOR® Party Trustees for Campaign Services 
        Committee, Immediate Past Chair

• AEC-AE Institute Advisory Board

• Board of Directors
• Leadership Academy Advisory Group

• Professional Development Committee

• Conventional Financing and Policy Committee

• FPC Advisory Committee

• Resort and Second Home Real Estate Committee

• RPAC Major Investor Council

• Public Policy Coordinating Committee
• Membership Policy & Board Jurisdiction Committee

• Risk Management Issues Committee
• Board of Directors
• Housing Opportunities Committee

• Membership Policy & Board Jurisdiction Committee

• Broker Engagement Council

• Risk Business Issues Policy Committee

• Housing Opportunities Committee

• Risk Management Issues Committee

• Professional Standards Committee

• Insurance Committee, Chair

• Public Policy Coordinating  Committee

• Board of Directors

• RPAC Trustees Fundraising Committee

• REALTOR®  Safety Advisory Group

• Professional Standards Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policies Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policies Committee
• Young Professionals Network Advisory Board

• Federal Taxation Committee

• Board of Directors
• State and Local Issues Policy Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policy Committee

• RPAC Participation Council

• Conventional Financing and Policy Committee

• Association Executives Committee & Forum

Congratulations MAR Members!
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2024 National Committee 
Appointments

NAR COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Jim Anderson

Jim Bachand
Lacy Browne

 
John Carlson
Dennis Cook

Jim Dea

Mark Dobrenski 

Candis Dorsch

Laura Drager 
Beth Duke 

Robyn Erlenbush 
Hattie Graham

Michelle Haverstick
 Doryce Hawkins

John Herring 

Mary Ahmann Hibbard

Angela Klein-Hughes 
Cindy Lanier
Bill Leininger

  
 Tim Lund

Brenda Miller
Jeri Moon 

Mike Nugent 
Billie Parrott

  
Gary Shea

DJ Smith
 

Brint Wahlberg
Robin Wallace

Trina White
Kaaren Winkler

• REALTOR® Party Trustees for Campaign Services 
        Committee, Immediate Past Chair

• AEC-AE Institute Advisory Board

• Board of Directors
• Leadership Academy Advisory Group

• Professional Development Committee

• Conventional Financing and Policy Committee

• FPC Advisory Committee

• Resort and Second Home Real Estate Committee

• RPAC Major Investor Council

• Public Policy Coordinating Committee
• Membership Policy & Board Jurisdiction Committee

• Risk Management Issues Committee
• Board of Directors
• Housing Opportunities Committee

• Membership Policy & Board Jurisdiction Committee

• Broker Engagement Council

• Risk Business Issues Policy Committee

• Housing Opportunities Committee

• Risk Management Issues Committee

• Professional Standards Committee

• Insurance Committee, Chair

• Public Policy Coordinating  Committee

• Board of Directors

• RPAC Trustees Fundraising Committee

• REALTOR®  Safety Advisory Group

• Professional Standards Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policies Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policies Committee
• Young Professionals Network Advisory Board

• Federal Taxation Committee

• Board of Directors
• State and Local Issues Policy Committee

• Multiple Listing Issues and Policy Committee

• RPAC Participation Council

• Conventional Financing and Policy Committee

• Association Executives Committee & Forum

Congratulations MAR Members!
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Doryce Hawkins
MAR 2023 REALTOR® OF THE YEAR

HISTORY
Since 1956, the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® has 

been honoring the state REALTORS® of the Year at the NAR Annual 
Convention held in November.

The program is designed to give recognition to REALTORS® who 
have served not only in their profession, but also in their communities. 

REALTOR® of the Year Nominees are judged on the following:

• REALTOR® Spirit
• Civic Activity

• Business Accomplishments
• Local Association/Board Activity

• State Association Activity
• National Association Activity

MAR 2023 REALTOR® OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

Liz Francis
Billings Association 

of REALTORS®

Mike Kent
Bitterroot Valley Board 

of REALTORS® 

Claire Gillam
Gallatin Association 

of REALTORS® 

Jennifer Benski
Great Falls Association

of REALTORS® 

Jenna Simanton
Helena Association 

of REALTORS® 

Carly McDonnell
Missoula Organization

of REALTORS® 

Doryce Hawkins
Northwest Montana 

Association of REALTORS® 

Jerry Jordan
Rocky Mountain Association

of REALTORS® 

MAR REALTOR® OF THE YEAR
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MAR COMMITTEES & REGIONAL AMBASSADORS

MAR committees and subcommittees do valuable work for the association and REALTORS® in the 
state of Montana. One of the best ways to learn about the industry and the real estate profession 
is to be involved with a committee. You can find a complete description of each committee and full 
committee rosters online at MontanaRealtors.org.  2024 Chairs and Vice Chairs are listed below.

ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
Chair:  Beth Duke
             beth@thefallsmt.com

Vice Chair:  Jenna Simanton
                     jenna.jaye@bhhsmt.com

COMMUNICATIONS
Chair :  Kat Dodd
    makingmontanahome@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Kim Martin
                    realtorkimmartin4u@gmail.com
  
DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION
Chair:  Katie Carlson
             katie@affarirealestate.com   

Vice Chair:  Deb Kelly
                     deb@eralivingston.com               

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
Chair :  John Rausch
              john@firetowerrealty.com

Vice Chair: Kelly Ecklund
                   kelly@ecklundproperties.com

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Chair : Tammy Hall
           nexthomebitterrootvalley@gmail.com

Vice Chair :  Brint Wahlberg
                  brint@wahlbergteam.com

RISK MANAGEMENT
Chair : Shannon Hilliard
             hilliardteam@gmail.com

Vice Chair : Doryce Hawkins
             doryce@montanahomesandrealestate.com

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORK (YPN)
Chair :   Courtney Wahlberg
              cwahlberg@windermere.com

Vice Chair :  Markee Richards
                      mrichards.platinum@gmail.com

OTHER COMMITTEES & SUBCOMMITTEES

RPAC Chair - Robin Wallace
  robinwallacerealestate@gmail.com

IMF Chair - Kat Dodd
        makingmontanahome@gmail.com

LAF Chair - Matt Rosbarsky
          matt@clarkforkrealty.com

Forms Chair - Mike Nugent
              mike.nugent@bhhsmt.com

Finance & Audit Chair - Gary Shea
                   gary@c21shea.com

GRI Chair - Brint Wahlberg & Lorie Jean Schult
        brint@wahlbergteam.com
                   loriejeanschult@gmail.com

Property Managers Chair - John Carlson
                        john@johnsellsmt.com

REGIONAL AMBASSADORS

MAR Committees & Regional Ambassadors

Western Montana
Brenda Miller - brenda@montanabrokers.com

Central Montana
Jim Gingery - anteloperealtymt@gmail.com

Eastern Montana
Rochelle Houghton - rochelle@ronehomes.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS & VICE CHAIRS



MONTANAREALTORS.ORG  |  37

2023 MONTANA RPAC MAJOR INVESTORS
2023 Montana RPAC Major Investors

CRYSTAL R

John Carlson
Billings

Candis Dorsch
Gallatin

Jeanie Deetz
Northwest Montana 

DJ Smith
Missoula

Jacqueline Hoff
Northwest Montana

Tim Lund
Bitterroot Valley

Robyn Erlenbush
Gallatin

Robin Wallace
Northwest Montana

STERLING R

GOLDEN R

Sarah Antonucci
Gallatin

Jim Anderson
Billings

Mike Basile
Gallatin

Diane Beck
Northwest Montana

Max Coleman
Bitterroot Valley

Katie Carlson
Missoula

Lacy Browne
Gallatin

Jim Dea
Great Falls

Kat Dodd
Northwest Montana

Gina Ellis
Northwest Montana

Patti Dundas
Billings

Taunya Fagan
Gallatin

Lanissa Fortner
Billings

Angela Klein-Hughes
Billings

Jannie Wiseman
Gallatin

Jana Richards
Rocky Mountain

Margaret Asay
Gallatin

Laura Drager
Billings

Bert Brandon
Gallatin

Jennifer Benski
Great Falls

Bryan Atwell
Gallatin

Wallis Bryan
Gallatin

Ashley Friesen
Great Falls

Claire Gillam
Gallatin

Tyler Garrison
Gallatin
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2023 MONTANA RPAC MAJOR INVESTORS

STERLING R

Michelle Haverstick
Gallatin

Joanna Harper
Gallatin

Doryce Hawkins
Northwest Montana

John Herring
Missoula

Cindy Lanier
Northwest Montana

Mike Kent
Bitterroot Valley

Bill Leininger
Northwest Montana

Rich Mayo
Gallatin 

Brenda Miller
Northwest Montana

Linda Pistorese
Northwest Montana

Cindi Siggs
Gallatin

Jennifer Shea
Rocky Mountain

Gary Shea
Rocky Mountain

Lorie Jean Schult
Great Falls

Jackie Smart
Northwest Montana

Susan E. Smith
Northwest Montana

Mandy Snook
Missoula

Jolene Tatum
Missoula

Jenni Swartz
Helena

Melissa Walter
Billings

Trina White
Billings

Marie Willson
Great Falls

Kaaren Winkler
MAR

Rochelle Houghton
Billings

Donnie Olsson
Gallatin

Billie Parrott
Billings

Birgit Peck
Billings

Clay Seccomb
Rocky Mountain

Darryl Seymour
Gallatin

Craig Siphers
Bitterroot

Sarah Stahlberg
Northwest Montana

Kinsley Tait
Gallatin

Renee Howe
Northwest Montana

Brian Nicodemus
Northwest Montana

Hattie Graham
Gallatin

Tammy Hall
Bitterroot Valley

Carly Kelley McDonnell
Missoula

Brian Tudor
Gallatin
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2023 MONTANA RPAC MAJOR INVESTORS

Montana REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) 
promotes the real estate industry, protects private 
property rights, preserves the American dream of 
homeownership, and advocates for tax reforms and 
reductions in burdensome business regulations.

The Montana RPAC Hall of Fame recognizes dedicated members who have made a significant commitment 
to RPAC over the years by investing an aggregate lifetime amount of at least $10,000.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT

Montana REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC) 
promotes the real estate industry, protects private property 
rights, preserves the American dream of homeownership, 
and advocates for tax reforms and reductions in burdensome 
business regulations.

NAR PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Mike Basile
Gallatin

Candis Dorsch
Gallatin

Bill Leininger
Northwest Montana

Lacy Browne
Gallatin

Robyn Erlenbush
Gallatin

Billie Parrott
Billings

John Carlson
Billings

Lanissa Fortner
Billings

DJ Smith
Missoula

Max Coleman
Bitterroot Valley

Claire Gillam
Gallatin

Kinsley Tait
Gallatin 

Jeanie Deetz
Northwest Montana

Doryce Hawkins
Northwest Montana 

Robin Wallace
Northwest Montana 

The President’s Circle is an influential group of REALTORS® who contribute directly to REALTOR® friendly candidates at 
the federal level. Political Action Committees, like our REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC), can only legally 
contribute $10,000 per election cycle to a Congressional candidate. The President’s Circle Program supports REALTOR® 
Party Champions - members of Congress who have made significant achievements in advancing the REALTOR® public 
policy agenda. The President’s Circle Program allows REALTORS® to contribute beyond RPAC dollars and increase the 
strength of the REALTOR® voice on Capitol Hill.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT

MONTANA RPAC HALL OF FAME

Jim Anderson
Billings

Rachel Cox
Billings

Vicky Hammond
Missoula

Tim Lund
Bitterroot Valley

DJ Smith
Missoula

Ken Vidar
Gallatin

Mike Basile
Gallatin

Candis Dorsch
Gallatin

Jacqueline Hoff
Northwest Montana

Rich Mayo
Gallatin

Susan E. Smith
Northwest Montana

Dan Wagner
Billings

Diane Beck
Northwest Montana

Patti Dundas
Billings

Angela Klein-Hughes
Billings

Joyce Miller
Gallatin

Ryan Swinney
Helena

Trina White
Billings 

Tom Brown
Northwest Montana

Robyn Erlenbush
Gallatin

Cindy Lanier
Northwest Montana

Brian Nicodemus
Northwest Montana

Ronda Tompers
Rocky Mountain

Jannie Wiseman
Gallatin

Dennis Cook
Billings

Lanissa Fortner
Billings 

Bill Leininger
Northwest Montana

Jackie Smart
Northwest Montana

Peggy Trenk
MAR

The Montana RPAC Hall of Fame recognizes dedicated members who have made a significant commitment to RPAC over 
the years by investing an aggregate lifetime amount of at least $10,000.

Kat Dodd
Northwest Montana

Cindy Lanier
Northwest Montana 

Jannie Wiseman
Gallatin
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